
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flying Colors 

2009 
Foy’s Year in Review 

Foy flying has been a part of 

televised award presentations for 

nearly three decades, beginning 

with Sandy Duncan’s Peter Pan 

performance of the musical 

number (ɀÔɯ%ÓàÐÕÎ for the 34th 

Annual Tony Awards broadcast 

in 1980. 

But 2009 has certainly been one of 

%ÖàɀÚɯÉÜÚÐÌÚÛɯàÌÈÙs for award 

show telecasts: 

 

Recording artist Katy Perry made 

a memorable entrance on a giant 

flying banana for the 51st Annual 

Grammy Awards in February. 

Dwayne Johnson (“The Rock”) 

flew over the audience at the 

Paley Pavilion and into a brick 

wall to kick off the Nickelodeon 

*ÐËÚɀɯ"ÏÖÐÊÌɯ ÞÈÙËÚ in March.  

Neal Patrick Harris made a 

flying entrance as the host of the 

7th Annual TV Land Awards, 

which also boasted a flying 

sequence with “the Bugaloos” as 

a part of the broadcastɀÚɯÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯ

Sid and Marty Krofft. 

 

A sample of the flying effects 

Foy created for the Broadway 

production of Billy Elliot was 

performed for the television 

broadcast of the 63rd Annual 

Tony Awards in June. 

 

In August, Black Eyed Peas 

performed their hit single, I 

Gotta %ÌÌÓÐÕɀ, on a set of flying 

surfboards for the Teen Choice 

Awards; and pop singer Lady 

Gaga ÔÈËÌɯÈɯɁÉÓÖÖËàɂɯÎÖÖËɯ

ascent from a gaggle of faux 

paparazzi at the 26th Annual 

MTV Video Music Awards in 

September. 

 

 The American Music Awards 

featured Alicia Keysɀɯin a solo 

performance of her hit, Try 

Sleeping with a Broken Heart, 

which closed with the artist and 

her piano gently floating and 

rotating above the stage at the 

Nokia Theatre. 

 

 

 

 

 

Flying by Foy marks busy  year for 
entertainment awards broadcasts  Inside thi s issue:  

Foy  fl ights  for 

Academy Awards ® 

Presentations  

 Whoopi Goldberg  

descends  from 90ft 

above the crowd for 

the first  Oscar ®  

broadcast  from the 

Kodak Theatre - 2002  

 Jamie Lee Curtis  is 

lowered from a 

helicopter in a bow 

to True Lies  - 1996  

 Pee Wee Herman 

flies over the 

audience - 1988  

 Flying for original 

song nominees : 

1992 -Colors of the Wind  

(Pocahontas)  

1996 -When y ouõre Alone 

(Hook)  

2001 -A L ove b efore Time  

(Crouching Tiger,  

Hidden Dragon)  

MTV presents the year’s most controversial Foy flying effect 

"ÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÛÏÌɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÔÖÚÛɯ

conspicuous example of Foy 

flying took place in May, when 

2ÈÊÏÈɯ!ÈÙÖÕɯ"ÖÏÌÕɀÚɯBrüno, 

sporting wings and a white 

leather thong, flew 40 feet over 

the crowd at the 18th Annual 

MTV Movie Awards and 

descended upon Eminem, 

bottoms up.  The controversial 

flight sparked a lively debate as 

to whether the Ɂincidentɂ was 

an accident or a staged prank.   

As later revealed in the press, it 

was, indeed, a well-rehearsed 

flying sequence.  It also served 

as a rather unorthodox public 

exhibition of the finesse and 

accuracy associated with  

Flying by Foyɀs automated 

Pegasus Control System. 
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%ÖàɀÚɯ6ÖÕÒÈÝÈÛÖÙɯÐÚɯ

the Golden Ticket for 

Willy Wonka 
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,ÐÓÌàɯ"àÙÜÚɀɯ 

Wonder World Tour 
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On Broadway 2 

Theme Park 

Attractions 
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Around the world 

and back again 
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The recent release of performing 

rights for amateur and regional 

productions of  1ÖÈÓËɯ#ÈÏÓɀÚɯ

Willy Wonka created an instant 

demand for  flying effects used 

in the show and also, of course,  

for a Wonkavator that is capable 

of going ɁÚÐËÌÞÈàÚɯÈÕË longways 

and slantways and any other way 

you can think ofɂ.  

Flying by Foy designed and built 

its first Wonkavator for use in a 

local production at Green Valley 

High School (photo - bottom right). 

The 8 ft. Wonkavator performed 

flawlessly, but it was felt that the 

original rich bronze finish could 

be improved upon.  Foy built an 

additional three Wonkavators in 

Foy’s Wonkavator is the “Golden Ticket” for Willy Wonka 

order to meet the ever-increasing 

demand for the effect, but these 

were finished in shining gold, 

using a 3-step powder coating 

process (photo  ɬ top right).  The 

result so perfectly reflected stage 

lighting that the original unit 

was dismantled and re-finished 

to match the new Wonkavators. 

Foy ÐÚɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÖÍÍÌÙɯÐÛɀÚɯ

Wonkavator as an extremely 

affordable and fully irresistible 

addition to our basic effects 

package for 1ÖÈÓËɯ#ÈÏÓɀÚɯ6ÐÓÓàɯ

WonkaȯɯÈɯɁÎÖÓËÌÕɯÛÐÊÒÌÛɂɯÛÖɯÈɯ

stage production as visually 

ÚÛÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁÞÖÙÓËɯÖÍɯ×ure 

ÐÔÈÎÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɂɯcreated by Mr. 

Willy Wonka for his guests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
London was the final stop for 

,ÐÓÌàɯ"àÙÜÚɀɯThe Wonder World 

Tour, which closed on December 

29th.  The concert tour opened at 

LondonɀÚɯƔƖɯ ÙÌÕÈɯÖÕɯ#ÌÊÌÔÉÌÙɯ

13th and played a total of five 

concerts there over a period of 

two weeks, with interim dates in 

Birmingham, Manchester and 

Dublin, Ireland. 

The U.S. leg of the tour began in 

Portland, Oregon in September 

and concluded at the American 

Airlines Arena in Miami on 

December 2nd. 

Miley Cyrus’ Wonder World Tour 

Fans were treated to a Foy-flown 

Miley as she rose from the stage 

and soared briefly over the 

audience during the song Fly on 

the Wall, which also featured six 

dancers as flies performing 

elaborate aerial acrobatics in 

front of huge LED screens 

flanking the stage.  Then, for a 

cover version of Joan JettɀÚɯƕƝƜƖɯ

hit, (ɯ+ÖÝÌɯ1ÖÊÒɯȿÕɯ1ÖÓÓ, Miley 

mounted %ÖàɀÚɯflying Harley 

Davidson motorcycle and circled 

over the crowd.  Curiously, this 

was a substitution that took 

place only after Foy came on 

board during rehearsals at the 

L.A. Forum in August, replacing 

the original scenic element flown 

on motorized rigging provided 

by another company.  Producers 

viewed photos of the Foy Harley 

and decided that it was a more 

È××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯɁÓÖÖÒɂɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÕÎȭ 

Foy graciously acceded to their 

wishes and provided the Harley 

for the tour, even though this 

particular effect would not be 

flown on Foy equipment.  It was 

another Ɂfirstɂ for Flying by Foy. 

%ÖàɀÚɯÝÌÕÌÙÈÉÓÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ

creating flying for Broadway 

shows continued with long 

runs such as The Lion King 

(now in its 13th year) and 

Phantom of the Opera, as 

well as au courant shows like  

Mary Poppins, Billy Elliot 

and the revival of Ragtime. 

From time-to-time, Flying by 

Foy is called upon to create 

On Broadway 
an effect that is a bit less than 

classical flying.  Three such 

limited effects appeared in 

ÛÏÙÌÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÓÐÔÐÛÌËɯ

runs: Equus featured a 

surreal sequence in which 

Daniel Radcliffe and Nugget 

the horse are elegantly and 

ever-so-slightly elevated just 

inches above the stage; 9 to5 

the Musical, in which the 

nefarious Franklin Hart, Jr. is 

restrained in a contraption 

suspended above his bed; 

and 8ÖÜɀÙÌɯ6ÌÓÊÖÔÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈɯ

ɬ A Final Night with George 

W. Bush, which featured Will 

Ferrell as the soon-to-be-ex-

president making his grand 

entrance by descending from 

Marine One in a presidential 

rescue harness. 

"This isn't just an ordinary 
up-and-down lift! This lift 
can go sideways and 
longways and slantways 
and any other way you can 
think of! It can visit any 
single room in the whole 
factory, no matter where it 
is! You simply press the 
button... and zing!... you're 
off!"  ς Willy Wonka 
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9 to 5 - The Musical 



 

 

 

 

  

 Visitors to "ÏÐÊÈÎÖɀÚ Shedd 

Aquarium may experience a 

taste of Flying by Foy in their 

new aquatic show attraction, 

Fantasea now playing at the 

ɁÙÌÐÔÈÎÐÕedɂ Oceanarium. 

Foy flying can also be seen at 

Walt Disney World ResortɀÚɯ

live stage shows, Festival of 

the Lion King, and Finding 

Nemo the Musical, at the 

Disney Animal Kingdom 

Theme Park, in Kissimmee, 

Florida. 

Theme Park Attractions 
Dollywood theme park in 

Pigeon Forge, Tennessee 

features Foy flying in two 

seasonal stage productions: 

Sha-Kon-O-Hey! a journey to 

the heart and soul of Great 

Smoky Mountain mythology, 

presented during the summer 

season; and Babes in Toyland, 

a unique, never-before-seen  

adaptation of the ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯ

holiday classic, presented as a 

part of Dollywood’s Smoky 

Mountain Christmas festival.  

Branson, MOɀÚ Silver Dollar 

City also flies at least twice a 

year in its two seasonal stage 

shows, 'ÌÈËÐÕɀɯ6ÌÚÛɯand A 

#ÐÊÒÌÕÚɀɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ"ÈÙÖÓȭ 
 

3ÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀÚɯfourth-largest 

theme park, Everland Resort, 

located in Yongin, South 

Korea, presents the Euro 

Carnival, featuring a host of 

acrobatic performers, 

including spectacular Foy-

flown aerial silk acts, strap 

acts and a flying pas de deux. 

 

 

Nearly two decades after 

Peter Foy introduced the first 

completely self-contained 

radio controlled flying 

system at the Flower Expo in 

Osaka, Flying by Foy 

remains the premier provider 

of breathtaking flying effects 

for  Japanese stage 

productions, from classical 

Kabuki theatre to Broadway 

musicals.  3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚ shows 

include Shiki Theatre 

CompanyɀÚɯtwo productions 

of The Lion King - at the 

Around the world and back again 

Shiki Theatre Haru in Tokyo 

and at the Fukuoka City 

Theatre in Fukuoka (the 

latter closed August 30, 

2009); and Shiki Theatre 

Companyɀs production of 

Wicked at the Shiki Dentsu 

Theatre in Osaka. 

The London production of 

The Lion King at the West 

$ÕËɀÚ Lyceum Theatre is 

now in its 11th year. Other 

long-running international 

productions include: Le Roi 

Lion, at the Au Théâtre 

Mogador in Paris, and Der 

König der Löwen at the 

Theater im Hafen Hamburg. 
 

Finally, after more than a 

dozen years of chasing the 

Pride around the world, from 

Scheveningen to Sydney, 

Toronto to Taipei, and Seoul 

to South Africa, Dave Hearn, 

%ÖàɀÚɯLion King flying guru, 

came full circle to our very 

own Pride Rock for the Las 

Vegas production, which 

officially opened on May 15th 

at the Mandalay Bay Resort. 

 

 
Wishing all of our friends a happy, 

healthy and prosperous New Year! 
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#ÖÓÓàÞÖÖËɀÚɯSha-Kon-O-Hey! 

 
2ÏÌËËɯ ØÜÈÙÐÜÔɀÚɯFantasea 

 

 

Flying by Foy 
3275 E. Patrick Lane, Las Vegas, Nevada 89120 USA 

Phone: (702) 454-3300   Fax: (702) 454-7369 

foymail@flybyfoy.com  
 

Flying by Foy Ltd. 
Borehamwood Enterprise Centre, Theobald Street 

Hertfordshire WD6 4RQ, United Kingdom 

Phone:  +44 (0)20 8236 0234   Fax:  +44 (0)20 8236 0235 

www.flyingbyfoy.co.uk  

 “The Standard of the Industry” 
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